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1.  Ethos   
We in St. Patrick’s Primary School have a responsibility for the pastoral care, general welfare and safety of the children in our care and we will carry out this duty by providing a caring, supportive and safe environment, where each child is valued for his or her unique talents and abilities, and in which all our young people can learn and develop to their full potential. 
The Board of Governors is required by the Department of Education to establish and maintain a Drugs Policy. This policy is based on guidance from DENI – DE Circular 2015/23 Drugs Guidance/ CEA Drugs Guidance for Schools in Northern Ireland (Revised Edition 2015)
2. Rationale
The following principles form the basis of our Child Protection Policy.

· It is a child’s right to feel safe at all times, to be heard, listened to and taken seriously.

· We have a pastoral responsibility towards the children in our care and should take all reasonable steps to ensure their welfare is safeguarded and their safety is preserved.

· In any incident the child’s welfare must be paramount, this overrides all other considerations.

· A proper balance must be struck between protecting children and respecting the rights and needs of parents and families; but where there is conflict the child’s interest must always come first.

This policy endeavours to make a clear statement of our views on drugs and drug education.  It ensures a consistent approach among staff on drugs education and in the handling of drug related incidents.
Drug abuse is a whole community issue and we believe that the school has a role to play in conjunction with the other statutory and voluntary agencies within the community.  The support of parents is vital, as the school needs the support of parents to extend the messages taught in the classroom into the home.  Drugs education alone will not solve the problem of drugs abuse but the problems will not be solved in the absence of effective drugs education.

Drugs education is a cross-curricular issue whereby we seek to ensure that key messages are reinforced in all aspects of school life, which reflect the caring ethos of the school.  We believe that drugs education needs to be part of a holistic learning approach aimed at the overall development of our pupils.

 3. Definition of Drugs
The definition of drugs used in this policy is the definition given by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime: “A substance people take to change the way they feel, think or behave”. 

Drugs include:
· Illegal drugs such as ecstasy, cannabis, crack/cocaine, heroin and LSD, ketamine, GHB, anabolic steroids.

· Drugs that are legal to use but are covered by some legislation such as selling to under 18 year olds including alcohol, tobacco, poppers and volatile substances (solvents).

· Over the counter and prescription medicines.

· And other drugs such legal highs/Novel Psychoactive Substances that are illegal to sell for human consumption and e-cigarettes 
4. Aims of Drug Education
Drugs education will be an integral part of our Personal Development and Mutual Understanding programme, incorporating the personal and social development of pupils in their environment. Aspects covered will be relevant to their age and will take account of their present knowledge and experience of drugs. Adequate and suitable resources will be used in lessons of Living and Learning Together. The approach adopted will be mainly preventative and teaching methods will include pupil centred activities e.g. role play, drama and group work. Where appropriate links will be made with other relevant areas of learning e.g. Religious Education, Physical Education. On occasion outside agencies may be asked for specialist help. E.g. PSNI, nurse, etc. if this is the case the class teacher will remain with the children at all times.

Our aim is to give pupils information about drugs and help them develop the skills and attitudes to make healthy and safe decisions about drugs, alcohol, tobacco and medicines.
 Our drug education programme will help pupils:

· gain knowledge and understanding about the effects and risks and dangers of drugs and correct myths and misunderstandings;

· develop skills to make informed decisions, including communication, self-awareness, negotiation, finding information, help and advice, helping others and managing situations involving drugs;

· develop skills to manage situations involving drugs including assessing and avoiding risks, assertiveness and refusal skills and helping others;

· explore their own and other peoples’ attitudes to drugs, drug use and drug users, including challenging stereotypes and dispelling myths and exploring media and social influence
5. Roles And Responsibilities 
The Board of Governors and Principal will have overall responsibility for ensuring the effective implementation of the Drugs Policy in St. Patrick’s Primary School.
The Drugs Education Co-Ordinator will ensure an appropriate programme of study is being delivered for all pupils within the school.  She will also be responsible for contacting and liaising with outside agencies.

All other teaching staff will be responsible for putting into practice the policy and ensuring that appropriate lessons are taught to ensure that children are developing positive attitudes towards a healthy way of life. Non-teaching staff will support teachers where necessary and will report all drug related incidents to the Drugs Education Co-ordinator.

6. Management of Drug-Related Incidents

A drug-related incident includes any incidents involving any drug that is unauthorised and therefore not permitted within the school boundaries.

Drug related incidents in a primary school rarely involve illegal substances but can involve:

Pupils smoking cigarettes in school, a parent/carer collecting their child whilst drunk, pupils selling cigarettes to other pupils, misusing another pupils’ asthma inhaler, disclosing concern about a family member who has a drug problem, giving medicines to another pupil, staff finding used syringes in the playground, a member of the public phoning the school to say they have seen pupils smoking.

School Responses to Drug-Related Incidents
· The Principal will be informed immediately and all situations will be carefully considered before deciding on the response.

· The needs of the pupil(s) will always come first, whilst also taking account of the needs of the school as a whole.

· Parents/carers will be involved at an early stage and throughout any investigation.

· Support agencies, including the police will be involved as appropriate and in keeping with legal requirements.

· A range of responses will be considered including disciplinary and counselling/supportive responses.

· Any action taken will be in line with the school’s Positive Discipline Policy.

· Decisions about the response will depend on the severity of the situation, whether the offence is one of a series or a first time and whether the person involved is putting themselves and others at risk.  The Principal, in consultation with key staff will decide whether a disciplinary and/or counselling action should take place.

· Incidents will be reported to the Chair of Governors
· All drug-related incidents are recorded by the principal using a drugs incident form and kept in the filing cabinet, confidentially

7. Confidentiality
Confidentiality can never be guaranteed to any pupil. Any criminal activity disclosed must be passed on to the designated teacher, PSNI and EA.

8. Disciplinary/Pastoral Care Responses
The Board of Governors, Principal and staff have a duty to protect every pupil and will follow EA/DE procedures to protect all pupils from the danger of drugs. Pupils suspected of possessing, supplying or using drugs on the school premises will be dealt with in a serious manner. Incidents involving drugs may lead to suspension, after investigation of the incident and in extreme cases expulsion may be recommended. The school in these cases will act in accordance with DE and EA Guidelines.

The school expects parents to support these measures and to cooperate with the school in encouraging the child to lead a healthier lifestyle. Parents need to be aware of the school’s discipline policy on drugs as:

· It reassures parents that the school treats drug related matters very seriously, thus providing protection for pupils.

· It informs parents on what to expect if their child becomes involved in a drug related incident.

At all times the needs of each individual child involved in such incidents will be considered and appropriate intervention and support mechanisms will be put in place.

9. Administering Medication in School       (from Health and Safety Policy)
The school has a policy for the Administration of Medication in School. The Board of Governors and staff of St. Patrick’s Primary School wish to ensure that pupils with medication needs receive appropriate care and support at school. The policy will be strictly adhered to. Prescribed medication will not be accepted in school without complete written and signed instructions from the parent. Only reasonable quantities of medication should be supplied to the school (for example, a maximum of four weeks supply at any one time). The school will not accept items of medication in unlabelled containers. Medication will be kept in a secure place, out of reach of pupils. The school will keep records which they will have available for parents. Staff supervising school trips will be made aware of any medical needs of pupils in their care. For certain pupils, a parent may be asked to accompany their child.
10. Monitoring and Evaluation
The drugs education policy and programme will be monitored and reviewed on a regular basis as part of the School Development Plan to take account of the needs of staff and pupils. It will also be reviewed in light of particular incidents or local circumstances. Account will be taken of the views of the Board of Governors, staff, parents and pupils and any necessary changed will be made.
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